[COX-2 Inhibitors for the management of postoperative pain].
Compounds with anti-inflammatory properties are an important component of multimodal postoperative analgesia. NSAIDs and selective COX-2 inhibitors are of similar analgesic efficacy in this indication. However, the use of COX-2 inhibitors reduces the risk of gastrointestinal ulcers, bleeding complications and bronchospasm in comparison to NSAIDs. In parallel, COX-2 Inhibitors do not carry an increased risk of cardiovascular complications and require the same caution with regard to renal effects as NSAIDs.